


However, any change in processes 

creates a challenge for local authorities 

in terms of workload and continuity. 

And with the changes involved in 

migrating to LDF, it’s not simply a 

matter of dealing with the changes 

themselves. Because they are based on 

a number of different policies, LDFs 

generate much more data than the 

Local Plan system, further increasing 

the burden on already stretched human 

resources.

To help you deal with these challenges, 

IDOX group has developed a new 

UNI-form module that deals not only 

with the specific business processes 

associated with LDF, but also with the 

migration from the UNI-form Local Plan 

module.

With IDOX group’s UNI-form Local Development Framework 

module, local authorities can streamline their processes 

to deliver better services to the community.

With the deadline for implementing 

Local Development Frameworks (LDFs) 

approaching, local authorities are 

under increasing pressure to carry out 

cost effective migration from Local 

Plan to LDF without affecting the 

consistency of the services they provide 

to the public.

What’s more, it is becoming 

increasingly important for local 

authorities to maintain a constant 

stream of online publications. The 

Government also requires the provision 

of a full range of interactive online 

services.

Analysis of comments received.

UNI-form modules provide 

tailored support for core local 

authority departments’ land, 

property and people information 

handling needs while increasing 

efficiency with its consolidated 

database.



Benefits

•	 Smoothes the transition from Local Plan  

UNI-form LDF has been fully tailored 

to LDF business processes and works in 

parallel with your existing Local Plan 

module, enabling you to cross- transfer 

relevant data for a smooth transition 

process.

•	 Delivers efficiency savings 

Investment in e-planning will deliver 

significant benefits to all stakeholders, 

including improved access to services, 24- 

hour availability of planning information 

and a reduced need for users to travel 

to the council offices to view documents 

and plans.

•	 Reduces user workload 

Self-service, or the ability for the public 

to access information themselves over 

the Internet, leaves officers free to 

spend time on more productive tasks. 

Furthermore, as with all new modules, 

UNI-form LDF features the standard 

tabbed user environment, providing 

ease of use and integration with other 

UNI-form modules.

•	 Enhances flexibility 

Using UNI-form LDF, you can create 

a central pool of records, eliminating 

the need for duplicate data sets and 

reducing user workload.

•	 Contributes to online services  

The module can be used online in 

conjunction with the UNI-form Public 

Access LDF solution, to enable improved 

access to online council services, provide 

a single point of access to planning 

policy information, and enhance the way 

citizens do business with the authority. 

For additional interactive capabilities 

you may also implement the Consultee 

Access module to facilitate online 

contributions.

Which Pendleton 

criteria does UNI-form 

Public LDF address? 

	 18 – Authorities need to make the 

development plan available, including 

either the adopted or draft deposit 

development plan text, in full text 

format.

	 19 – The proposal map accompanying 

the development plan must be available 

online, either as a single map or in 

sections covering the whole borough or, 

in cases of remote rural areas, the built 

up areas/ settlements.

	 20 – Users should be able to access a list 

of relevant policies and designations for 

individual sites by clicking on that area 

on the proposal map or by locating it via 

address or postcode search.

	 21 – Proposals maps should be 

comprehensive and easy to navigate, 

allowing users to identify street 

names and/or locate an individual site 

on the map via a postcode search or 

other means. Users must be able to 

adequately locate and determine policy 

designations for application sites.

View policy designations and contribution responses in a spatial context.



Key functionality 

•	 Multiple framework support 

The module can support one or many 

LDFs, giving you maximum flexibility.

•	 Flexible document management 

Documents within the system can 

be managed either individually or 

collectively for effective workflow.

•	 Centralised information 

The module allows you to create a central 

pool of policies and evidence that can be 

used across all relevant documents and 

cases.

•	 Revision tracking features  

To make it easier to keep track 

of revisions, a full history of all 

modifications and actions taken is kept 

from the moment a document is opened. 

•	 Event management  

To help the user to manage and monitor 

events, including meetings with 

consultees and reports, this function can 

be coupled with the UNI-form diary.

•	 View policies and proposals map online 

For rapid location, users can view any 

location on the map by simply entering 

the appropriate address or postcode. 

Policy designations and a list of related 

policies can be located by clicking on the 

map or via the address search.

•	 View and submit comments online 

Consultee Access for LDF enables 

interested parties to view and submit 

comments online as part of the LDF 

consultation process. All comments 

submitted online are automatically 

stored in the LDF module, avoiding the 

need for information to be re-keyed.

How the LDF module 

helps you 

Designed to speed up business 

processes, UNI-form LDF allows the 

following:  

•	 Convenient transfer of information from 

your existing Local Plan module

•	 Full support for essential online and 

interactive services

•	 Can be used in conjunction with IDOX 

group’s UNI-form Public Access LDF 

solution to achieve four Pendleton 

criteria

UNI-form LDF is part of a 

comprehensive and integrated 

e-Planning module from IDOX group 

that enables Local Planning Authorities 

to meet all 21 of the Pendleton 

e-Planning accessibility criteria.

Event Management functionality



To find out more about our software, please visit www.IDOXgroup.com

IDOX group is a specialist information management company focusing on 

the application of people, content and technology to solve the most complex 

knowledge, information and records management challenges.  We help our 

clients better manage their information assets.
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